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Background 
This document contains extracts from relevant HELCOM meetings held since the last meeting of the Gear 
Group. 

1. HOD 52-2017, 20-21 June 2017, Brussels, Belgium; 
2. HOD 52A-2017, 26 September 2017, online; 
3. State & Conservation 7-2017, 23-27 October 2017, Sopot, Poland; 
4. PRESSURE 7-2017, 24-26 October 2017, Vilnius, Lithuania; 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052A-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207-2017-470/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20State%20and%20Conservation%207-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%207-2017-462/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%207-2017.pdf
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Extracts from meetings of relevance for the Gear Group 
Outcome of the 52nd Meeting of the Heads of Delegation, 20-21 June, 2017, Brussels, 
Belgium 

Adoption of the Agenda 

- The Meeting highlighted that it is important in the process of the Ministerial preparations, including for 
an update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, that the previous HELCOM commitments and the nutrient 
reduction targets are not re-opened.  

Next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

- The Meeting discussed the draft outline material for the 2018 Ministerial Meeting (document 2-7) and 
agreed in general on the proposed approach and that the document is a good basis for further work on 
the Ministerial Meeting outcome. The Meeting agreed that: 

• in a process of renewal of the BSAP to be taken up by the Ministerial Meeting the term “update” 
better suits the foreseen process, the previously agreed commitments should not be opened, and an 
analysis of the results of the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report will be an important 
next step to understand the underlying reasons for not reaching a good environmental status yet; 

• it would be important that the Ministerial Meeting highlights the need to update and finalize the 
HOLAS II report by June 2018; 

• Ocean-related SDGs provide the overall background framework for the Ministerial preparations and 
the BSAP update. 

- The Meeting took note of the comment by WWF that it is very important not to lose track of the 
implementation of the agreed MAI/CART targets, a particularly innovative dimension of HELCOM work. 
The Ministerial outcome could also utilise the cumulative impacts approach used in HOLAS work. Further, 
it is important to ensure and steer towards a sustainable blue economy. WWF will produce a Scorecard 
report for the 2018 Ministerial Meeting and welcome the Contracting Parties to provide and support 
structure to the analysis. 

- The Meeting took note of the proposal by Finland for developing a regional strategy on nutrient recycling 
(document 2-4), supported the initiative and agreed in principle to include it as a topic to the 2018 
Ministerial preparations and outcome. At the same time, the Meeting agreed that the work should be 
based on a step-by-step approach starting with elaboration of definitions, general vision and strategic 
targets for nutrient recycling, taking into account also contributions of different pollution sources, which 
will form a basis for discussion at the Ministerial Meeting. The further steps might be embarked after the 
meeting based on the Ministerial decisions (two-year horizon). 

- The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to lead drafting on this topic and mandated both Agri group 
and Pressure group to support the preparatory work. 

- The Meeting agreed to divide the work on the Ministerial outline thematically to four drafting groups 
according to the segments of document 2-7 (1. Reflecting on current state, pressures and impacts on the 
Baltic Sea, 2. Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 and towards 2030, 3. Enhancing economic and social 
analysis and innovation to implement ecosystem approach, 4. Implementing SDGs and regional ocean 
governance, with designated leads for each). All Contracting Parties will be informed of the progress in 
the drafting groups. 

- The Meeting welcomed the offer by Finland to lead drafting for segment 1, by the EU to lead work under 
segment 2, and by Sweden to lead drafting for segment 4. The Meeting agreed that the Secretariat will 
lead segment 3.  

- The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to submit further feedback on the draft Ministerial Meeting 
outcome included in document 2-7, as well as expressions of interest to contribute to individual topics 
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within the four themes, by 21 August 2017 (monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi), to be compiled by the 
Secretariat. The Meeting took note that the work will continue in online planning meetings, the first of 
which will be organised on 26 September 2017 and another on 13, 16 or 17 November 2017. 

- The Meeting discussed the suggestion to include an analysis of the HOLAS II results, focusing on why the 
objectives of the BSAP and GES have not been reached yet and with the aim to identify pressures that 
still need further measures and noted that some further resources and assignment of experts would likely 
be needed to be able to expand the scope of the project beyond eutrophication and climate change.  

- The Meeting agreed on the amended project proposal (as contained in document 2-17-Rev.1 and Annex 
2) in principle, pending clarification of study reservations by Poland and Denmark by 26 June 2017, and 
invited Contracting Parties and groups to contribute to the process. 

Implementing SDGs and regional ocean governance 

- The Meeting took note of the information on the outcome of the UN Conference “Our oceans, our future: 
partnering for the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14”, 5-9 June 2017, New York 
(document 2-11). 

- The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden that Portugal and Kenya have informed that they 
could consider hosting a follow-up meeting in 2020, subject to an agreement in the United Nations 
General Assembly, but that also other upcoming events such as UNEA and ‘Our Oceans’ conference will 
likely be used for follow-up. A high-level political forum has been given the role to oversee the SDG 14 
process.  

- The Meeting took note that several Contracting Parties presented work done within HELCOM and in the 
Baltic Sea during various side events and appreciated that the HELCOM SDG publication as well as the 
commitments provided for a strong HELCOM presence at the Ocean Conference. 

- The Meeting agreed to follow the work on Agenda 2030/ SDGs within HELCOM also in the future and 
invited Contracting Parties, including Sweden, to inform the Heads of Delegation of future developments. 

- The Meeting took note of the comment from the EU that the ‘Our Ocean’ conference in Malta will focus 
on concrete commitments, in particular from private companies. 

- The Meeting thanked Russia for organizing the event “Baltic Sea Day” 2017 and invited national 
representatives to attend the XIX International Environmental Forum «Baltic Sea Day» and provide 
proposals for roundtables bearing in mind that the Forum will follow on the outcome of the HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting 2018. 

Current state, pressures and impacts on the Baltic Sea 

- The Meeting considered the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 2-6) and the 
comments provided in documents 2-13 and 2-18, and for chapter 4.7 in documents 2-12, 2-16 and 2-20, 
as well as in document 2-19. 

- The Meeting took note of the information by Germany that the issue of dredging and the chapter on 
noise will need further consideration for the 2018 version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. 

- The Meeting agreed on the revised chapter 4.7 prepared by the drafting group as presented in document 
2-22-Rev.1 (Annex 3).  

- The Meeting agreed on changes to the content on the State of the Baltic Sea report as contained in 
document 2-21-Rev.2 (Annex 4) and mandated the Secretariat to implement the editorial proposals 
listed in the document. 

- The Meeting took note of the documents on the issues identified so far to be addressed and improved in 
the 2018 update of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 2-9) and the proposed additions by 
Germany to be added to the list (document 2-19). 

- The Meeting took note of the planned update and gap filling of data (document 2-8).  
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- The Meeting took note of the view of Denmark that the extent of loss and disturbance of benthic habitats 
in relation to bathing sites needs further consideration, in particular since in Denmark bathing sites are 
mainly natural (not man-made) and not considered to cause as extensive loss and disturbance of benthic 
habitats as currently estimated. The issue was added to the list of issues to be addressed in the 2018 
update of the report (document 2-9-Rev.1). The Meeting noted the information from Germany, Poland 
and Russia that additional proposals will be provided by 23 June 2017. Germany clarified that a number 
of additional amendments have been identified for the chapter on underwater noise. 

- The Meeting considered and commented on a proposal for an introductory note on the upcoming update 
of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report by 2018 as contained in document 2-23-WP.1 and agreed on the 
amended note as contained in Annex 5. The introductory note will refer to a new final chapter to the 
‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report titled “Further planned work” that lists planned improvements as listed in 
document 2-8 and document 2-9-Rev.1. 

- The Meeting approved the First version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ and agreed on 
its publication on the HELCOM website, with the understanding that a final consolidated report will be 
prepared by June 2018. 

- The Meeting considered and agreed on arranging a regional consultation of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ 
report as outlined in document 2-3. 

- The Meeting agreed to revise the proposed questions in document 2-3 to the following: 

• question starting "The overall evaluation.." to "The overall assessment provides good direction for 
the protection and sustainable use of the Baltic marine environment".  

• question starting with "Existing and emerging…" to "Existing and emerging pressures on the marine 
environment and associated problems are sufficiently covered". 

• delete question starting with "The evidence in…" 

- The Meeting took note that comments from the regional consultation will be handled by the HOLAS II 
core team and relevant HELCOM Working Groups from the beginning of March 2018, and that the 
summary of comments from the consultation can be prepared for the Ministerial Meeting 2018, if 
desired. 

Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

- The Meeting adopted the modification of the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy Annex 4 as 
endorsed by the State and Conservation Working Group (document 3-2). 

- The Meeting agreed to make available, as recommended by the GEAR Group, the final report of the 
BalticBOOST project related to estimation of the extent and impact of physical disturbance on the 
seafloor from different human activities on the HELCOM web-site by the end of June 2017. 

- The Meeting considered the revised HELCOM guidelines for establishing environmental targets for 
underwater noise (document 3-6). 

- The Meeting agreed on the title of the document as “HELCOM input to the process of establishing 
environmental targets for underwater noise” and noted that the suggested revised sentence in the 
legend to figure 1 related to migration corridors is to be included in the document (as follows “For 
migrating species it may be needed that migration corridors without physical or acoustic barriers are set 
aside”). 

- The Meeting agreed on the document pending the clarification of the study reservation by Germany and 
Russia to be clarified through written procedure by 21 July 2017. The Meeting agreed that the document 
could serve as regional input to other fora, including other Regional Sea Conventions as well as European 
processes.  

- The Meeting recalled the request by Russia expressed at HELCOM 38-2017 to, e.g., provide examples 
for how the decision support trees can be applied and to compare the natural and anthropogenic noise 
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level. The Meeting agreed that such considerations will be prepared by relevant HELCOM groups in the 
future development of the subject on underwater noise.  

- The Meeting agreed that the approach will be further developed in the future once more experience is 
gained through testing of the decision support trees and more data becomes available and that the 
HELCOM Fish Group and SEAL EG will be engaged, and cooperation with ASCOBANS on this topic will be 
established.  

- The Meeting supported the proposal of GEAR to complement the document with future steps and 
associated timetable and to continue HELCOM work on underwater noise towards the HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting 2018. 

- The Meeting supported the national testing for establishing environmental targets for impulsive and 
continuous noise (figures 2 and 3), to be followed up by the HELCOM EN-Noise in coordination with 
OSPAR and the European work as proposed by GEAR. 

- The Meeting considered the updated version of the draft HELCOM core indicator on nutrient inputs and 
endorsed the publication of the document (document 3-7-Rev.1). 

- The Meeting took note of the information on the status of updating the core indicator report (document 
3-10) and that the reports endorsed by the State and Conservation Working Group will be published 
shortly after HOD 52-2017 and that the remaining core indicator reports will be also published as soon 
as they have been endorsed by the State and Conservation Working Group. 

Next meeting(s) 

- The Meeting decided that the next HELCOM HOD meeting (HOD 53-2017) will be held on 12-13 
December 2017 in Helsinki taking into account preparations for the Ministerial Meeting. 

- The Meeting agreed on extra (online) HOD meetings to focus on the Ministerial preparations to be held 
on 26 September 2017 and on 13, 16 or 17 November 2017. 

 

Outcome of the Meeting of the Heads of Delegation, 26 September, online 

Draft Ministerial Meeting outcome (cf. HOD 52-2017 document 2-7) 

- The Meeting discussed the general form of the Ministerial outcome and agreed to aim for a concise 
outcome.  

- The Meeting agreed that the HELCOM Executive Secretary will contact the new Executive Secretary of 
OSPAR regarding OSPAR participation and contribution in the run up to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. 

- The Meeting agreed on the possibility of joint paragraphs to be developed jointly by OSPAR and HELCOM 
for the Ministerial outcome and invited HELCOM Heads of Delegations to provide input on possible topics 
of interest for future collaboration by 1 October 2017. The Meeting also suggested that initial drafting 
on the possible joint paragraphs could be prepared by HELCOM as a proposal for OSPAR. 

- The Meeting further suggested including CBSS and the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region into 
consideration on future strengthened regional cooperation. 

- The Meeting took note that the selection of topics for the Ministerial debate requires some careful 
consideration and should be discussed at the HOD online meeting on 13 November 2017.  

- The Meeting pointed to the need to link the four themes when preparing the Ministerial outcome.  

Theme 1 – Reflecting the current state, pressures and impacts on the Baltic Sea, led by Finland 

- The Meeting thanked Finland for the work on the draft [document 2-1], discussed the suggestion by 
Finland and took note of the comments by Poland, Germany and Denmark to the draft text. The Meeting 
invited the Contracting Parties to provide further comments to the draft to the lead country Finland by 
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emailing maria.laamanen@ym.fi within two weeks’ time, i.e. by 10 October 2017 in order to present the 
further developed draft at the online HOD meeting 13 November 2017.  

Theme 2 – Renewing the Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 and towards 2030, led by EU 

- The Meeting took note of the proposal for the focus and structure of the report on implementation of 
HELCOM agreements in comparison with the results of the HOLAS II report as information document for 
the Ministerial Meeting and HELCOM’s future work (document 2-2). 

- The Meeting agreed on the structure of the report and the proposed timetable and mandated the 
Secretariat to engage the specific HELCOM working groups and expert groups as listed in Annex 3 of the 
document. 

- The Meeting invited Contracting Parties that have not yet done so to finalize the questionnaire on 
national actions by 17 November 2017. The Secretariat will approach the individual countries with 
specific requests. 

- The Meeting discussed the need to explore the reasons for not reaching GES yet and causes for short-
falls and recognized that the report could provide first insights to a limited number of topics based on 
the existing material while a more complete and in depth analyses will be required to support future 
HELCOM work, in particular with regard to the update of the BSAP. 

- The Meeting took note of the suggestions regarding the update of BSAP (documents 2-1, 2-4 and 2-6) 
and of the information by EU that they will prepare a proposal on how to address the BSAP update for 
consideration by the Contracting Parties and with the aim to have draft text discussed in the HOD online 
meeting on 13 November.  

- The Meeting took note of the information by Finland on nutrient recycling prepared to support drafting 
of a Ministerial decision on the development a HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (document 2-5). 

- The Meeting supported the document submitted by Finland in principle and thanked Finland for the work 
done highlighting the step by step approach in elaborating the strategy as agreed by HOD 52-2017.  

- The Meeting took note of the input of Germany that the issues related to sewage sludge management 
raised in the respective HELCOM Recommendation have already had a good start with HELCOM work 
and that Germany has a new respective legislation that could also contribute into the draft document for 
nutrient recycling. The Meeting also agreed that further research collaboration on the theme is needed. 

- The Meeting welcomed the initiative to already have a draft outcome document text and updated 
background document concerning how to address the regional nutrient recycling strategy in the 
Ministerial meeting ready by the next HOD meeting on 13 November noting that input by Pressure and 
Agri groups will also be taken into account in further developing the proposal. 

- The Meeting took note that Sweden will provide comments on the document on nutrient recycling by 10 
October to the lead country (Finland). Other Contracting Parties are also invited to provide possible 
comments.  

- The Meeting noted that the EU will provide text on litter and noise, but also welcomed the updates of 
the expert networks. 

- The Meeting agreed to engage HELCOM marine litter network and underwater noise network in their 
upcoming meetings to prepare background material and proposals for possible next steps regarding 
marine liter and underwater noise. 

Theme 3 – Enhancing economic and social analysis and innovation to implement ecosystem approach, led by 
Secretariat 

- The Meeting took note of the comments regarding theme 3 (documents 2-4 and 2-6). 
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- The Meeting agreed to utilize the outcomes of the workshop on social and economic analysis (1 
November, Riga), HELCOM-EUSBSR workshop on internal nutrient reserves (28-29 November), and 
HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG meeting (7-8 November) for providing input to drafting the text proposals. 

- Contracting Parties are invited to provide further input to theme 3 by 15 October 2017. 

Theme 4 – Implementing SDGs and regional ocean governance, led by Sweden 

- The Meeting took note of the comments regarding theme 4 (documents 2-4 and 2-6). 

- The Meeting noted the lead country Sweden’s initial thoughts about the theme, to focus on Sustainable 
Development Goals as a framework for reaching the goals of the BSPA, as well as utilizing HELCOM, and 
the BSAP, as a regional platform for reaching the marine SDG. Sweden also intends to put focus on the 
importance of education and ocean literacy.  

- The Meeting welcomed Sweden’s suggestion of inviting the members of the drafting group to a drafting 
meeting, which will either take place in Stockholm or online, to further develop the draft for Theme 4 to 
be presented at the HOD online meeting. 

General 

- The Meeting noted that the lead countries for each theme and each country has committed to prepare 
drafts for the next meeting and invited Contracting Parties to engage with the drafting group members 
at their earliest convenience. 

- The Meeting highlighted the possibility to use already developed material and the upcoming meetings of 
the expert networks as indicated above and gave the Secretariat the mandate to contact workshops and 
meetings to this end, with the aim that outcomes of these meetings can feed into the Ministerial 
preparations under the respective leads. 

Follow-up of HOD 52-2017 

- The Meeting took note of the revised HELCOM input to the process of establishing environmental targets 
for underwater noise. The Meeting welcomed the information that Germany has lifted the study 
reservation on the document, and invited Russia to clarify their study reservation. 

- The Meeting regretted that the project to support preparations of the Ministerial Meeting proposed at 
HOD 52-2017 could not be launched and, however, agreed to follow-up on the topics raised in the 
proposal, in particular investigating reasons why GES has not been reached yet, in the context of GEAR. 

Next meeting(s) 

- The Meeting confirmed that the next online HOD meeting will be held on 13 November 2017 and that the 
following HELCOM HOD meeting (HOD 53-2017) will be held on 12–13 December 2017 in Helsinki. 

- The Meeting agreed that HOD 54-2018 will tentatively be held on 14–15 June 2018. 

Any other business 

- The Meeting considered the proposal on a Ministerial Meeting side event by WWF and CCB (document 5-
1). The Meeting welcomed the idea of a side event in principle, and commented that certain practical 
issues need to be clarified first. 

- The Meeting took note that WWF will present a draft of the new Scorecard regarding the progress towards 
BSAP implementation at HOD on 14 December 2017.  

- The Meeting requested the Secretariat to circulate the list of nominated national experts for core 
indicators for review and update by the Contracting Parties. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-4%20Comments%20by%20Denmark%20and%20Poland%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052A-2017-483/MeetingDocuments/2-6%20Comments%20by%20Germany%20to%20the%20draft%20outline%20for%202018%20HELCOM%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
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Outcome of State & Conservation 7-2017, 23-27 October 2017, Sopot, Poland 
Nature Conservation session 
Development and implementation of Recommendations 

Draft Recommendation on biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes  
- The Meeting regretted the information that Denmark is still not in a position to lift their three study 

reservations.  

- The Meeting acknowledged that the current situation is in a deadlock and regretted the lack of progress 
regarding the draft Recommendation. Acknowledging that all Contracting Parties besides Denmark can 
agree with the Recommendation, the Meeting requested Denmark to reconsider their position. The 
Meeting agreed to return to the discussion of this issue at STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018. 

Follow-up of action ‘Activities to support conservation of Baltic Sea species and biotopes/habitats categorized 
as threatened according to the HELCOM Red List’  

- The Meeting considered document 2N-1 on national conservation plans for species and biotopes 
categorized as threatened according to the HELCOM 2013 Red List, recalled that it is a living document 
and invited Contracting Parties to report missing and additional information to the Secretariat 
(petra.kaaria@helcom.fi) as it becomes available. 

- The Meeting requested Contracting Parties to provide updated information on birds before STATE & 
CONSERVATION 8-2018, so that the information can subsequently be shared with the 2018 meeting of 
the HELCOM/OSPAR/ICES JWG Birds. 

- The Meeting took note that the Secretariat, with assistance from Sweden, has contacted the co-chairs of 
JWG Birds to request for their advice concerning coherently classifying and listing conservation measures 
for birds, in relation to the obligations stemming from the EU Birds Directive and welcomed the 
information that co-chairs have expressed their willingness to address requests from HELCOM also 
intersessionally, as needed, and possible. 

- The Meeting requested the Secretariat to communicate its gratitude to the group of their willingness to 
carry out the requested task and was of the view that it would be valuable to get the input of JWB Birds 
before the meeting of STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018 which will be held in May 2018. The Secretariat 
was tasked to communicate this to the JWG Birds. 

- The Meeting recalled that STATE & CONSERVATION 6-2017 noted that it would be good to focus regional 
cooperation on conservation measures for selected species, and discussed which species could benefit 
from joint cooperation. The Meeting suggested that good starting points could be the cooperation 
between Germany and Poland on sturgeon and possible cooperation between Finland and Sweden 
regarding grayling and asked that the relevant Contracting Parties report to the STATE & CONSERVATION 
8-2018 on how ongoing or planned cooperation is done in practice. 

- The Meeting set up a drafting group to identify possible next steps for development of a guiding document 
for the preparation of conservation plans lead by Sweden (presentation 1). The outcome of the drafting 
group work is contained in Annex 2 of this Outcome.  

- The Meeting agreed that this outcome should be used as a basis for discussion on next steps to be 
discussed at STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018. 

Guidelines for reporting on the implementation of HELCOM Recommendation 17/2 
- The Meeting considered and supported the proposed revision of HELCOM Recommendation 17/2 on 

Protection of harbor porpoise in the Baltic Sea area for countries being also ASCOBANS parties (document 
2N-2) and welcomed the offer of Poland to amend the Recommendation according to the proposal, for 
consideration of the meetings of the ASCOBANS Jastarnia Group in March 2018 and HELCOM SEAL 12-
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2018 before submitting it for endorsement to STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 and subsequently for 
adoption by HODs and the annual Commission meeting in Spring 2019. 

Follow-up HELCOM Recommendation 34E/1 on safeguarding important bird habitats and migration routes in 
the Baltic Sea 

- The Meeting discussed how to initiate a follow-up of the Recommendation as a whole in 2018 and 
welcomed the offer of Lead Country Sweden, with support of Germany and possibly Finland, to elaborate 
a proposal for consideration by STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018 of a project to compile maps on migration 
routes of birds and other necessary activities for following up on the implementation of the 
Recommendation 34E/1. 

- The Meeting was of the view that support from JWG Birds should also be requested in the follow-up to 
this Recommendation. 

HELCOM network of coastal and marine Baltic Sea Protected Areas 
Follow-up of actions related to marine protection areas 

Action ‘Coordination of management measures of pressures and impacts on MPAs, in particular for adjacent 
transnational MPAs’ 

- The Meeting welcomed the offer of Finland to update the proposal based on information which has 
become available since the latest version of the draft was circulated. The updated version of the draft will 
be presented at STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018.  

- The Meeting discussed how cooperation of management measures of pressures and impacts on MPAs, in 
particular for adjacent transnational MPAs can be taken further in HELCOM, and reiterated the proposal 
by STATE & CONSERVATION 6-2017 that a workshop among the experts should be arranged as a first step. 

Action ‘How to consider MPAs in Maritime Spatial Planning and vice versa’ 
- The Meeting recalled the Work Plan action to consider MPAs in Maritime Spatial Planning and vice versa. 

The Meeting took note of information by Sweden on progress in drafting a work plan for the task 
summarizing related ongoing processes in the HELCOM VASAB group and welcomed that a more concrete 
proposal will be presented for the consideration of State & Conservation 8-2018. 

Action ‘Develop joint tools/approach for assessing effectiveness of spatial protection measures for individual 
sites as well as network level’ 
- The Meeting welcomed the interest of OSPAR to cooperate with HELCOM for assessing management 

effectiveness of MPAs. The Meeting acknowledged the challenge of developing specific and measurable 
objectives which would allow for assessment, as well as the lack of suitable monitoring. 

Future work on MPAs 
- The Meeting agreed on the general concept of the [new HELCOM MPA] project and the further 

development of the project proposal planned to be submitted for external funding. The Meeting 
welcomed Germany’s offer to assist the Secretariat in the application process, and Finland’s interest in 
partnering in the project. Germany will investigate its possibility to be a project partner. The Meeting 
invited other Contracting Parties to inform the Secretariat by 1 December 2017 of their willingness to 
participate in the project as a partner and of their perceived role [document 3N-3-Rev.1] 

- The Meeting considered the MPA Road Map 2017-2020 (document 3N-2), acknowledging that it is a 
guidance and amended it as contained in document 3N-2-Rev.1. 

HELCOM MPA database 
- The Meeting welcomed the preliminary offer of Sweden to host such a workshop [aimed at MPA managers 

to ensure harmonized reporting to the MPA database by the Contracting Parties] during 2018. 
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Plans for implementation of the work plan and emerging issues 

Planning the next HELCOM Red List assessment  
- The Meeting considered the suggested outline for reviewing the HELCOM Red List of Species (document 

4N-2, presentation 6), noting the HELCOM commitments to work on endangered species, as well as the 
ongoing national work and the example of how the output of HELCOM work could be further enhanced.  

- The Meeting reviewed the suggested strategy for a project taking note of the comments from Contracting 
Parties and updated the proposal as contained in document 4N-2-Rev.1. 

- The Meeting supported in principle the proposed two steps; to first carry out an update of the checklist 
and secondly to carry out an updated Red List assessment, and the idea of having the same Project 
Coordinator to lead both workstrands. Germany referred to the outcome of State and Conservation 5, 
where Poland, Denmark and Germany were of the opinion that 2025 should be kept for the finalization 
of updated HELCOM Red Lists (Denmark still supports the timetable). Germany noted that their national 
red lists are updated with 15 to 20 years interval, and that from national experiences this is an adequate 
time period. Germany was of the opinion that after a red list assessment a proper time period is needed 
to discuss and decide on programmes and measures for the conservation of those species which are 
under particular threat or decline, and seek, as a next step, for progress on respective commitments, 
before new red lists are worked out.  

- The Meeting supported the idea of developing a database on biota data, note the benefits such a 
database could have for other HELCOM initiatives and national red listing efforts, and reflected that such 
a database would benefit from containing information on both regional and natonal Red List category (in 
addition to spatial, temporal and confidence information). 

- The Meeting noted that Denmark, Germany, Latvia, and Poland will need to check nationally on the 
availability of resources for carrying out the proposed work and invited these Contracting Parties to 
inform on their position at HOD 53-2017. 

- The Meeting welcomed the information that Sweden is willing to co-fund the activity if also other 
Contracting Parties do so and noted that Finland is in the process of exploring their possibility to obtain 
national funding for co-financing as well. Germany will also explore the possibility of funding, however it 
is unlikely that clarification will be reached within the proposed timeframe. In the near future Germany 
is planning to establish a national red list center at BfN which means that in the future there might be 
more personal and financial resources also for German contribution to HELCOM's work on red lists. 

- The Meeting noted the view of Germany that HELCOM should not start an update of the red lists of 
biotopes before the respective HELCOM Recommendation for conservation of threatened or decling 
biotopes, biotope complexes and habitats is in force. 

Information on ongoing work to identify ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs) 
- The Meeting took note of information on the upcoming CBD Regional Workshop to Facilitate the 

Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas (EBSA) in the Baltic Sea (document 4N-
1, presentation 7). 

- The Meeting considered the proposed catalogue of HELCOM datasets relevant for the Baltic EBSA 
workshop and agreed on making the data available for the purpose of the EBSA identification and 
description in the Baltic Sea. 

- The Meeting noted that the HELCOM datasets are aimed to provide approved regionwide datasets and 
that in addition the CBD Secretariat/Duke University will contact Contracting Parties through a national 
datacall enquiring about possibilities to provide more detailed national data, as available. 
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Developing a proposal for initiating HELCOM work on climate change 
- The Meeting noted that the Contracting Parties did not have a chance to consider the document 

[proposing future HELCOM work on climate change] prior to the Meeting and agreed to discuss the issue 
at the meeting of STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018. 

- The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to provide their feedback on the document and to propose 
potential new ideas regarding HELCOM work on climate change by writing to the Secretariat 
(jannica.haldin@helcom.fi) by 31 January 2018. 

Joint session 
Matters arising from other meetings of relevance for the Working Group 

- The Meeting noted that a report on implementation of HELCOM agreements in relation to the results of 
the HOLAS II is being prepared by the Secretariat as an information document for the Ministerial Meeting 
and HELCOM’s future work. It could also be used when preparing a new chapter on conclusions and 
future outlook of the updated HOLAS II. 

- The Meeting took note of the recommendations from the MSP project Baltic SCOPE focusing on maritime 
spatial planning (document 2J-2). The Meeting also noted that an application is underway for a follow-
up project (PanBaltic SCOPE) (cf. document 6J-4). 

- The Meeting took note of the on-going activity within the HELCOM FISH group to elaborate an inventory 
of HELCOM data needs to assess incidental by-catches, fisheries impact on benthic biotopes, in the Baltic 
Sea to support HELCOM indicator assessment work as presented by Lead Party Poland (document 2J-3, 
presentation 10). 

- The Meeting acknowledged that the document needs further development. 

- The Meeting set up a working group during the meeting to discuss the species list with the aim to provide 
feedback on the HELCOM data needs in relation to the two indicators mentioned in the proposed 
Inventory and other HELCOM commitments.  

- The Meeting took note of the point made by Germany, supported by Poland and Sweden, that the 
document now identifies the HELCOM data needs. While some of the deficits can be solved through 
monitoring carried out under marine protection policies, for other data, in particular on by-catch, 
fisheries data are needed. Without these missing data it is not possible to assess e.g. specific criteria of 
the MSFD. Germany suggested that Heads of Delegation are informed of the progress achieved so far on 
this issue. The Meeting invited FISH group to continue identifying relevant data sources on their part.  

HELCOM indicators and assessments 

‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (HOLAS II) 
- The Meeting took note of the supplementary reports to HOLAS II ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report 

(document 3J-3) and that they have been opened up for commenting by HELCOM expert networks until 
21 November 2017. The Meeting noted that it is not the intention to open the reports for commenting 
on the agreed methodology, but instead to further refine and clarify the information on how the 
assessments have been done in order to provide transparency on methods and data used. Comments 
should be made directly to the documents in the Workspace using TrackChanges to avoid duplicate 
comments and minimize the workload. Once the comments have been collated, the consolidated 
versions of the reports will be considered by HOLAS II 8-2017 (28-29 November 2017). The reports will 
be updated based on the comments and any relevant additional information will be included in the 
summary report.  

mailto:jannica.haldin@helcom.fi
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- The Meeting noted that the updated versions of the supplementary reports will be submitted to STATE 
& CONSERVATION 8-2018 for review and endorsement.  

- The Meeting took note of comments by Estonia to the supplementary report to HOLAS II assessment on 
integrated eutrophication assessment (document 3J-17) and noted that the Secretariat will transfer them 
to the version that is in the Workspace. 

- The Meeting took note of the information on the regional consultation of the June 2017 version of the 
‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 3J-13) and that technical comments received from national 
consultations can be taken forward, and factual errors will be corrected.  

- The Meeting discussed and endorsed, in principle, the planned updating process of the ‘State of the Baltic 
Sea’ report as contained in document 3J-8-Rev.1, pending clarification of the study reservation by 
Denmark, and noted the document will be submitted to the upcoming GEAR 15-2017 meeting, with 
Germany’s suggestions, for further strategic discussion and final agreement.  

- The Meeting supported and endorsed (noting the Danish study reservation) the following schedule for 
updating indicators: 

• 1 December: compiled data and indicator evaluations ready  
• 2 December-6 April: update of core indicator reports  
• 1-24 January: review by HOLAS II (tentative) 
• 8 January-16 February: approval of indicator evaluations and associated data by CPs  
• 19 February-20 April: updating of indicator report metadata and maps  
• 23 April-18 May: approval of core indicator reports  by State & Conservation 
• 18 May-30 June: prepare indicator reports for online publication  
• 24 May-15 June: review and adoption by HOD 

- The Meeting considered and agreed (noting the Danish study reservation) on the request of EN 
Hazardous Substance for the approval of hazardous substances indicator evaluations and associated data 
to be approved by Contracting Parties already by the end of January 2018 so that the group can prepare 
for the integrated assessment calculations at their meeting in early February 2018. 

- The Meeting recalled that HODs have the task of approving core indicator thresholds and assessment 
methods and took note of the clarification by the Secretariat regarding forwarding the full core indicator 
reports to HOD for approval. The Meeting noted the view of Denmark that they would like to have all the 
core indicators reports submitted to HODs for approval. The Meeting suggested that this issue be 
resolved by HOD 53-2017.  

- The Meeting supported and endorsed (noting the Danish study reservation) the following schedule for 
updating the integrated thematic assessments: 

• 1 November: Remaining issues for BSPI and BSII clarified 
• 1 November: initial values for BSII weighting factors, nomination of national expert by CP’s  
• 3 November: Metadata descriptions for BSPI and BSII improved as needed  
• 6-30 November: Preparations for running the indices  
• Early December: online workshop to propose the final BSII weighing values.  
• 1 January: Deadline for submission of corrections to human activity layers  
• 7 January-8 February: Human activities and Ecosystem component data layers available for review in 

shared workspace  
• 8 January-5 February: Run BSII  
• 8 February: tentative workshops to validate results including approval of updated data layers: 

BSPI&BSII  
• 19-23 February: Implementation of integrated assessments (BEAT, HEAT and CHASE) 
• 19 March: Workshop to validate results: Eutrophication  
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• 20 March: Workshop to validate results: Biodiversity  
• 21 March: Workshop to validate results: Hazardous Substances  
• Late March: Tentative workshops to validate results: Economic and social analysis (ESA) 

- The Meeting supported and endorsed (noting the Danish study reservation) the following schedule for 
updating the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report: 

• 1 October-31 December: regional consultation 
• 21 November: deadline for commenting on supplementary reports 
• 8 January-23 April: updates to content of reports 
• 1 March: deadline for national consultation 
• 12 March-9 April: review of reports by HOLAS II Core Team 
• 23 April-18 May: review of reports by State & Conservation 
• 24 May-15 June: review and adoption of summary report by HOD 

- The Meeting noted that Germany has found some errors that need correcting in the BSII dataset and 
noted that corrections can be sent to the Secretariat (juuso.haapaniemi@helcom.fi) by 1 December 
2017. 

- The Meeting considered the proposal for development of eutrophication assessment methodology for 
HOLAS II 2nd stage (document 3J-4), which aims to improve the confidence of the assessment.  

- The Meeting took note of the view of Germany that with the current time constraints, the updating of 
the HEAT tool should not be prioritized. The Meeting noted that the work has already been started and 
an updated proposal will be presented in to the next meeting of IN Eutrophication (to be held on 8 
November 2017). The Meeting noted the view of Sweden that it is important that Contracting Parties 
will be informed about the preliminary results as planned in the document 3J-4.  

- The Meeting discussed the proposal of including ferry box data and noted that those countries that are 
able to provide data will do so and that the results will be available for consideration by Contracting 
Parties in December 2017. The Meeting noted that Germany do not see the inclusion of ferry box data 
as a priority at this stage. The Meeting noted the point raised by Finland that the procedure on use of 
ferry box data is included in the monitoring guidelines.  

- The Meeting noted that the results of the proposed amendments to the eutrophication assessment will 
be considered by IN Eutrophication and that the experts will be able to recommend the application of 
the changes to be approved intersessionally by State & Conservation for use in the updated version of 
HOLAS II. 

- The Meeting discussed the option of including the deliverables of the SPICE project theme 4 into the 
HOLAS II assessment and took note of the information that due to the interim state of the work it is 
currently not possible to provide an answer. 

Development of data arrangements for HELCOM monitoring data and assessments 
- The Meeting took note of information from the ICES Data Centre (document 3J-14) on following topics: 

1. Bulk upload of stations to station dictionary is enabled, 2. XML submission of data has been piloted 
with Swedish biological monitoring data and interested data providers can contact ICES regarding 
utilizing XML-based reporting, 3. Delayed data submissions delay the data product and indicator 
evaluation calculations, and 4. Contracting Parties were currently encouraged to flag monitoring data to 
COMBINE by using MPROG attribute, which initiates COMBINE-specific data checks in reporting. 

- The Meeting took note of information about the updating of HELCOM assessment units for the 2018 
update of HOLAS II (document 3J-11). 
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Updating of existing HELCOM core indicator reports  

- The Meeting took note of the timetable for updating the indicators evaluations and integrated 
assessments of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (document 3J-7, 3J-7-Rev.1 and 3J-7-Rev.2). The 
Meeting noted that the dates and timeline presented in this document are outdated and that document 
3J-8-Rev.1 should be referred to for timetabling issues. 

- The Meeting took note of the status of data reporting for updating the data and data products for the 
final version of HOLAS II as presented by the Secretariat (presentation 14). 

- The Meeting noted that in addition to the indicator result data, a snapshot of the underlying dataset used 
in the indicator reports will be available via the HELCOM indicator report and made available for 
download in the HELCOM metadata catalogue and view in the HELCOM Map and Data service and can 
be subsetted by Contracting Party e.g. by a query. 

- The Meeting urged Contracting Parties to report still missing data to the respective data host within the 
planned deadline (31 October 2017). 

- The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to inform the Secretariat (jannica.haldin@helcom.fi) by 30 
November 2017 on State and Conservation contact points responsible for approval of indicator 
evaluations under the respective themes. 

- The Meeting took note of the list of HELCOM indicators (core, pre-core and candidate), the Lead and co-
Lead countries, the nominated experts appointed for their development and the development status of 
the indicators as presented in document 3J-5.  

- The Meeting took note of information by Sweden that Tero Härkönen, who has been leading some seal 
indicators, and involved in others, has retired and they are in the process of finding a new lead starting 
from 2018. Sweden informed they will report further about necessary changes in indicator leads and co-
leads in January 2018 (seal and other indicators). 

- The Meeting took note that Denmark is in the process of clarifying open issues regarding the co-leading 
of the following hazardous substances related indicators: diclofenac concentration, estrogenic like 
chemicals and effects, lysosomal membrane stabilities, reproductive disorders, fish disease index and 
micronucleus test. Denmark will clarify the issue in January 2018. 

- The Meeting took note that Germany will check whether they can continue in their role as lead of some 
of the eutrophication indicators. They are also exploring clarification of leading of the work related to 
the harbour porpoise distribution and abundance since State & Conservation decided that this work 
should be carried out in cooperation with ASCOBANS. Germany will inform the Secretariat of their 
position in January 2018. 

- The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to consider their possibilities to lead/co-lead the indicators on 
PAH and diclofenac. 

Continued development of HELCOM indicators 
- The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to provide their comments and proposals regarding the 

maintenance and development of HELCOM indicators in the future based on document 3J-9. The Meeting 
noted that the document will be considered also by GEAR 15-2017 (23-24 November 2017) and invited 
Contracting Parties to provide their comments to the Secretariat (owen.rowe@helcom.fi) by 15 
November 2017, or their national GEAR contacts for further discussion during GEAR 15-2017.  

- The Meeting agreed to carry out intersessional work to further develop proposals for HELCOM future 
work on indicators and welcomed the offer by Sweden to support the process. The Meeting decided to 
come back to this issue at the next State and Conservation meeting. 
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- The Meeting considered the HELCOM pre-core indicator for diclofenac (documents 3J-6 and 3J-6-Add.1).  

- The Meeting endorsed the diclofenac indicator as a pre-core test indicator for inclusion in a descriptive 
approach within the State of the Baltic Sea report. The Meeting noted that Denmark, Estonia and Poland 
cannot agree on the threshold value before the relevant document has been approved at the EU level. 

- The Meeting supported the inclusion of the results of the indicator in HOLAS II as descriptive supportative 
information and hence its use as a test indicator. The Meeting noted that the threshold values were an 
issue that should be addressed at the first opportunity. 

- The Meeting took note of information by Germany about the ongoing work with regard to the HELCOM 
pre-core indicator on cumulative impacts of benthic habitats, co-lead by Germany and Sweden 
(presentation 15). The Meeting welcomed the information that there are plans to carry out an analysis 
of the differences in the methodologies for the finalization of this indicator. 

- The Meeting supported the proposal by Sweden to coordinate a meeting for getting an overview of what 
indicators and information are available on benthic habitats in order to identify which ones should be 
prioritized for further development.  

- The Meeting considered the update core indicator on condition of benthic habitats (document 3J-16) and 
requested that this core indicator as well as other indicators related to benthic parameters be considered 
by the IN Benthic group in their next meeting and invited Contracting Parties to provide their comments 
to IN Benthic (georg.martin@ut.ee) and the Secretariat (owen.rowe@helcom.fi) by 15 January 2018. 

- The Meeting was of the view that the updating and development of indicators should be added to the 
Terms of Reference of IN Benthic, with a request to present the updated ToRs to STATE & CONSERVATION 
9-2018. 

- The Meeting considered the proposed acidification indicators for the Baltic Sea as presented by Invited 
Guest Mr. Jacob Carstensen, University of Aarhus (document 3J-10, presentation 16).  

- The Meeting welcomed the offer of Sweden to co-lead the indicator and invited other Contracting Parties 
to also consider their possibility to participate in the work as co-leads. The Meeting also invited 
Contracting Parties to nominate relevant experts for the further development to the Secretariat 
(owen.rowe@helcom.fi).  

- The Meeting agreed that this document will be further developed and expanded intersessionally by the 
authors, with possible support from co-lead countries, to encompass relevant issues for HELCOM 
indicators, inclusive of monitoring and assessment guidelines, and reviewed again by State and 
Conservation, prior to distribution to any relevant expert network(s). 

Reporting from experts groups, networks and projects 
- The Meeting considered and endorsed, in principle, the proposal for continuation of the FISH-PRO II 

project (document 3J-2), pending clarification from Germany of their position at HOD 53-2017. 

- The Meeting considered and agreed on the proposed east-west boundary for the high and low-density 
areas of harbour porpoises for collection of incidental sightings for the harbour porpoise database 
(contained in Attachment 1 of document 3J-12). 

- The Meeting considered and endorsed the updated evaluation of effectiveness of a HELCOM 
Recommendation 27/28-2 ‘Conservation of seals in the Baltic Sea area’ contained in Attachment 2 of 
document 3J-12. 

- The Meeting took note that Finland retains its study reservation with regard to the core indicators on 
nutritional and reproductive status of seals since they are still waiting for the results of a national public 
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hearing, which are due in mid-November. The Meeting noted that there are possibilities for compromise, 
especially concerning the reproductive status indicator, but that discussions are still needed at the expert 
level. The Meeting noted the proposal of Finland to continue the work on updating and development of 
the indicator, with the objective of including one or both indicators in HOLAS II if the results allow. 

- The Meeting discussed how to proceed with the updating of the core indicators on seals and agreed that 
work should conditionally continue as planned, keeping in mind the Finnish study reservation, and the 
possibility that another version of the indicator could be developed concomitantly. The Meeting 
proposed that two options of the integrated assessment could be presented to the experts Workshop 
with the possibility for them to decide which to include in the final HOLAS II assessment. The intention is 
to include the results of either version of the core indicator on nutritional and reproductive status in the 
integrated assessments if the experts can agree to it. 

- The Meeting considered, updated and endorsed the Terms of Reference for SEAL 12-2018 as contained 
in Annex 3 of this Outcome. 

- The Meeting welcomed the information that Denmark can lift their study reservation on the core 
indicator on abundance and trends of seals, although they will still provide some final editorial 
corrections to the lead author (tero.harkonen@nrm.se) and the Secretariat (owen.rowe@helcom.fi). 

- The Meeting took note of recent activities of the Hazardous Substances expert network (EN-HZ) 
(document 3J-15), in particular the finalization of the data extraction table for indicators and 
development of better handling for full and initial data in this process. 

- The Meeting considered and endorsed the proposal on using all available data in the HELCOM COMBINE 
database and invited Contracting Parties to communicate to ICES that they can agree to include also data 
that is not flagged as COMBINE data. For EN-HZ indicators, data not currently flagged as COMBINE that 
is extracted for the indicator update process will be indicated in a document presented at the indicator 
evaluation national checking stage, so that Contracting Parties are aware of the data used. 

- The Meeting noted and supported the request of EN-HZ to have the national checking of indicator 
evaluations completed by the end of January 2018 to enable the expert network to gather for a workshop 
focused on the indicators. 

Monitoring guidelines for biota 

- The Meeting considered of the HELCOM NIS monitoring programme in the introduction of the Monitoring 
Manual (document 4J-1) and endorsed it with the amendments contained in document 4J-1-Rev.1.  

- The Meeting noted that information on the status of developing and updating seal monitoring guidelines 
as contained in document 3J-12. 

Follow-up of HELCOM agreements and activities 

Recommendations 
- The Meeting considered the updated Recommendation 15/1 ‘Protection of the coastal strip’ (document 

5J-1), endorsed, in principle, the updated Recommendation 15/1 with the amendments contained in 
document 5J-1-Rev.1, pending minor reservations by Germany, to be clarified latest at HOD 53-2017 and 
requested the Secretariat to forward the updated Recommendation to HOD 53-2017 for adoption. 

- The Meeting considered the proposed amendments to HELCOM Recommendation 24/10 
‘Implementation of Integrated Marine and Coastal Management of Human Activities in the Baltic Sea 
Area’ (document 5J-3), amended it as contained in document 5J-3-Rev.1, endorsed it with the mentioned 
amendments and requested the Secretariat to forward the updated Recommendation to HOD 53-2017 
for adoption. 
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- The Meeting take note of the background information available to support the work on prioritizing 
human activities and pressures for reporting purpose (document 5J-4) and the Secretariat’s plan to 
develop material to support the process. The Meeting agreed to postpone the prioritization until after 
the completion of HOLAS II, and discuss the matter at STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018. 

Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets 
- The Meeting took note of the status of the Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets (BSEFS) (document 5J-5), 

requested the Secretariat to review the list of BSEFS in relation to the core indicators once the HOLAS II 
project has been completed and agreed to come back to discussing this issue at STATE & CONSERVATION 
9-2018. 

Any other business 

- The Meeting took note of the information on a new MSP-project in the Baltic Sea Region PanBaltic SCOPE 
project (document 6J-4). The Meeting noted that HELCOM will lead activities on cumulative impacts and 
economic and social analyses and is participating in an activity on data sharing. 

- The Meeting took note of the information on ongoing BONUS projects and possibility of utilizing the 
efforts and outputs of BONUS projects in HELCOM work (document 6J-2). The Meeting noted that there 
will be a workshop between State & Conservation and Pressure chairs and the leads of some relevant 
BONUS projects to explore possible inputs from the BONUS projects to HELCOM work. 

- The Meeting took note of information by Ida Carlén, CCB, about the initiation of the SAMBAH II project 
to start in 2021 and the request that Contracting Parties explore national funding possibilities to support 
the work, prior to the ASCOBANS Jastarnia Group meeting in March 2018. 

Monitoring and assessment session 
Revision of HELCOM monitoring 

Revision of HELCOM Recommendation 19/3 
- The Meeting considered the revised Recommendation 19/3 on ‘The Manual for the Marine Monitoring 

in the Combine Programme of HELCOM’ (document 2MA-4), updated it as contained in document 2MA-
4-Rev.1 and agreed that it should be submitted to HOD 53-2017 for adoption. 

Environmental monitoring and data 

Development of data arrangements for HELCOM monitoring data and assessments 
- The Meeting requested the Secretariat to present an overview document of existing HELCOM databases, 

including information about hosts agreements, costs and maintenance to the meeting of STATE & 
CONSERVATION 9-2018. 

- The Meeting noted that as the information on deadlines for data reporting have now been removed from 
the revised Recommendation 19/3, there is a need to review and potentially update the deadline 
information listed in the manuals and guidelines to ensure timely reporting. The Meeting recalled that 
this information should also be made available in Table 1 of the Introduction section of the HELCOM 
Monitoring Manual.  

- The Meeting agreed to initiate the review, and possibly update and amend, the deadline information in 
the manuals, guidelines and in Table 1 and welcomed the offer of the co-Chair, Mr. Urmas Lips, Estonia, 
to do an initial overview and present it for consideration and revision by STATE & CONSERVATION 8-
2018.  

  

http://helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/introduction/
http://helcom.fi/action-areas/monitoring-and-assessment/monitoring-manual/introduction/


GEAR 17-2017, 2-1 
 

 

Page 18 of 23 
 

Outcome of PRESSURE 7-2017, 24-26 October 2017, Vilnius, Lithuania 
Matters arising from other HELCOM work 

- The Meeting noted that EU considers the Ministerial Meeting as an important event to elaborate the 
political agenda for further efforts toward healthy Baltic Sea environment and encouraged countries to 
contribute to the Ministerial Meeting. 

Marine litter 

- The Meeting considered the overview of HELCOM Recommendations on waste water management 
proposed for amendment to address microlitter (document 3-3), noted the conclusion from the WS RAP 
ML 2-2017, that currently there is no reliable knowledge base to substantiate measures to prevent input 
of microlitter into the marine environment from urban and other storm waters, thus the proposed 
amendment of Recommendations is premature. The Workshop had also recommended to continue 
building reliable knowledge base on monitoring of microlitter in storm water in line with action RL4 of 
the RAP on ML.  

- The Meeting agreed with the conclusion of the Workshop and suggested to come back to the 
discussion when the more reliable knowledge base is available. 

- The Meeting noted the initial draft for a HELCOM Recommendation on abandoned, lost or otherwise 
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 3-4). 

- The Meeting agreed that the Contracting Parties will organize national consultations and inform the 
Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 17 November 2017 on their coordination position regarding the 
initiative to elaborate the HELCOM Recommendation. The Meeting pointed out that no technical 
information on the substance of the Recommendation will be provided. 

- The Meeting noted the analysis of the degree of the marine environment pollution by wastes flowing 
down the rivers to the sea, including sanitary waste - Summary of RL8 (document 3-5).  

- The Meeting noted that the RAP ML Workshop had agreed that the assessment of the importance of 
sewage-related waste coming from the upstream waste flow is to be considered accomplished, once 
Poland adds conclusions to the summary report. Further work is needed to accomplish the whole action: 
“By 2018 share assessment with River and River Basin Commissions and identify measures including the 
implementation of related regulations; missing elements are identified and guidelines for improvement 
are presented.” For the first part of this remaining work to be conducted, the Secretariat will contact the 
River and River Basin Commissions to share the conducted assessment.  

- The Meeting agreed with the conclusions of the Workshop in relation to the accomplishment of the 
action (Outcome of WS RAP ML 2-2017). 

- The Meeting noted the information on ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine 
litter as contained in document 3-6.  

- The Meeting took note of the updates and agreed on the status of implementation of the Regional Action 
Plan on Marine Litter as included in the follow-up table (Outcome of WS RAP ML 2-2017, Annex 2 and 
document 3-7).  

- The Meeting invited national experts to communicate their input to preparation of the Ministerial 
declaration 2018 with the heads of national delegations to make it of use at the HOD 52B-2017 meeting 
to be held on 13 November 2017. 

Underwater noise 

- The Meeting took note of the information on the current activities of the HELCOM EN-Noise as contained 
in document 4-1.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%207-2017-462/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%207-2017.pdf
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- The Meeting welcomed the clarification provided by the EU on the role of the Regional Seas Conventions 
(RSCs) in the establishment of threshold values on underwater noise in view of the Commission Decision 
(EU) 2017/848. EU encouraged the RSCs’ to contribute to the establishment of regionally appropriate 
thresholds for underwater noise in cooperation with the EU MSFD TG Noise. The Meeting also took note 
that Denmark still has not lifted the study reservation on the Terms of Reference of EN-Noise regarding 
development of threshold values.  

- The Meeting noted that the next meeting of the EU MSFD TG Noise will be held on 8-9 November in 
Madrid, Spain, and that the development of advice to EU Member States on GES, future assessment and 
target-settings and threshold values is included in the draft agenda of the meeting. 

Assessment of input of nutrients and selected hazardous substances (PLC-6 project outcomes) 

- The Meeting agreed to have a tacit approval procedure for approving the use of trend analyses method 
for the evaluation of the progress towards national reduction targets and input ceilings to Baltic Sea sub-
basins by 10 November 2017. The Meeting welcomed the offer of the Project Manager to make an 
overview of the break points, to be found in Annex 2 to the outcome. The Meeting also agreed that the 
Contracting Parties would explicitly approve the break points identified in the trends and inform the PLC-
6 Project Manager Lars Svendsen (lms@dce.au.dk) with copy to the Secretariat (dmitry.frank-
kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 10 November 2017. 

- The Meeting considered document 5-2 on the preliminary results, obtained by the PLC-6 project, applying 
the methodology to account extra reductions in the assessment of progress towards national reduction 
targets. 

- The Meeting took note of the position of Germany that the method to reallocate extra reduction can be 
applied for the assessment only when all principles, including principle 8 (c.f. document 5-2) have been 
agreed by all Contracting Parties.  

- The Meeting also took note that Denmark is not in the position to lift the study reservation on principle 
8. 

- The Meeting agreed that, due to the positions of Germany and Denmark, reallocation of the extra 
reductions cannot be applied for the final products of the PLC-6 project. In order to enable the PLC-6 
project to finalize the project deliverables, which also includes the CART policy message, the Meeting 
suggested that the PLC-6 Project group will prepare two policy messages, one with and another without 
reallocation of extra reduction, for submission to HOD 53-2017. 

- The Meeting considered the draft chapter on sources and pathways of nutrient inputs (source 
apportionment) for PLC-6 (document 5-7), endorsed in principle the document for submission to HOD 
53-2017 after editing and making a layout and agreed on a written procedure for commenting on the 
results within two weeks after the updated version has been circulated.  

- The Meeting considered the draft Summary on the evaluation of effectiveness of measures, implemented 
in the period 1995-2014 and expected effect of measures implemented or planned for implementation 
after 2015 (document 5-5) and agreed to change the product into a narrative description of the compiled 
information on applied and planned measures with quantification where possible. The Meeting agreed 
on the submission of the final product to PRESSURE 8-2018. The countries are invited to provide 
additional information to improve the product quality by 20 December 2017. 

- The Meeting took note of the presentation by the PLC-6 Project team on the draft chapter on the 
evaluation of the nutrient input to the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers in the Baltic Sea catchment area 
(document 5-6 and Presentation 2) and agreed that the document requires minor updates and is then 
ready for submission to HOD 53-2017. 

- The Meeting took note of document 5-8 providing an overview on the PLC-6 information sources, which 
are planned to be made publicly available. 

mailto:lms@dce.au.dk
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi
mailto:dmitry.frank-kamenetsky@helcom.fi


GEAR 17-2017, 2-1 
 

 

Page 20 of 23 
 

- The Meeting decided that data used for the maps and methods of visualisation (e.g. for the 
transboundary rivers) are to be verified by the Contracting Parties. The Meeting invited the Contracting 
Parties to provide comments on the maps, presented in document 5-8, by 20 December 2017.  

- The Meeting in principle agreed to open public access to the quality-assured data on monitored and 
unmonitored areas in the PLC-6 database. The Meeting pointed out that the access page of the public 
web service should contain a disclaimer indicating that the assessment dataset has been manually 
corrected, thus it might differ from the data reported by the countries to the database. The Meeting also 
suggested to make a user tool providing aggregated data on the countries’ inputs to sub-basins.  

- The Meeting considered the draft policy message on implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction 
scheme as contained in document 5-9. 

- The Meeting agreed that the policy message should be focused on the achievement of the GES for the 
Baltic Sea, which is reflected by the national input ceilings. 

- The Meeting agreed on the draft structure of the policy message as prepared by the drafting group, 
contained in Annex 3. 

- The Meeting also agreed on the initial suggestion of the drafting group for supplementary document as 
contained in Annex 4.  

- The Meeting requested the RedCore DG, together with the Secretariat, to elaborate further the 
supplementary report and policy message by 8 November 2017 and circulate it to the Contacts of 
Pressure group for a commenting round. The comments should be provided by 15 November 2017. 

- The Meeting considered the draft Assessment of input of selected hazardous substances into the Baltic 
Sea (document 5-1) and agreed that the comments on the chapter and additional data will be provided 
by countries by 8 December 2017. 

Nutrients recycling and follow-up of HELCOM Recommendation on sewage sludge handling 

- The Meeting considered and in principle endorsed the overview on nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea 
countries (document 6-1). 

- The Meeting also agreed that the latest updates to the overview can be sent by 3 November 2017 to 
make the updated document available for consideration by the HELCOM Agri group at its meeting on 8-
9 November 2017. 

- The Meeting took note and supported the background information to support the development of a 
Ministerial decision on a HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (document 6-2 and Presentation 5). 

- The Meeting discussed the draft reporting format for reporting sewage sludge quality for HELCOM 
Recommendation 38/1 as presented by Sweden (document 6-3) and took note that Denmark will 
probably not be in the position to report data on the concentration of pollutants in sewage sludge. 

- The Meeting in principle agreed with the proposed extended reporting format but suggested an 
additional tacit approval procedure by 10 November 2017. 

- The Meeting also agreed that reporting using the extended format will be organized in the timeframe 
established by HELCOM Recommendation 36/1 in 2019, utilizing 2018 data. 

Hazardous substances 

- The Meeting took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-W Consultant on the results of the 
assessment of emissions of nitrogen in the region and its deposition on the Baltic Sea water area 
(document 7-5 and Presentations 6, 7 and 8).  

- The Meeting took note of the suggestion by Germany to reflect on the increased ship emissions in the 
supplementary paper for the CART policy message.  
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- The Meeting also pointed out an increasing proportion of nitrogen emissions from agriculture and invited 
the Agri group to address the issue in line with the ongoing process of revision of Annex III, Part 2 of the 
Helsinki Convention. The Meeting also took note of the suggestion of CCB to consider updating of 
HELCOM Recommendation 24/3. 

- The Meeting welcomed the suggestion by Germany to utilize a project started by OSPAR to evaluate the 
effects of the nitrogen emissions’ reductions due to the implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol and 
the new EU NEC Directive (DIRECTIVE (EU) 2016/2284 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
14 December 2016 on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants, amending 
Directive 2003/35/EC and repealing Directive 2001/81/EC), to obtain estimates of potential reduction in 
atmospheric nitrogen deposition also for the Baltic Sea 

- The Meeting invited EMEP to deliver the 2005 (used as a reference data) data quality-check file to the 
Secretariat for circulation to the Pressure group contacts by 3 November 2017. The Meeting further 
invited those Contracting Parties who are not OSPAR members to verify the data and to provide possible 
corrections by 10 November 2017 to enable EMEP running the model in November 2017. The Meeting 
requested the Secretariat to investigate the opportunity to finance the work by EMEP to estimate the 
nitrogen reductions by 2030. 

- The Meeting took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-E Consultant on the indicator reports as a 
part of the annual report by EMEP on airborne input of cadmium, mercury, lead and dioxins as well as 
nitrogen into the Baltic Sea area in the period from 1990 to 2015 (attachments 1-6 of document 7-5 and 
Presentation 9). 

- The Meeting approved in principle the EMEP Technical report and indicator fact sheets and invited the 
Contracting Parties to the provide additional comments on the Report and fact sheets by 17 November 
2017. EMEP will send the corrected Report and indicator fact sheets to the Secretariat for publication at 
the latest by 15 December 2017. 

- Since a new contract between HELCOM and EMEP regarding estimation of airborne inputs of N and 
selected hazardous substances is to be signed for the next 3-year period 2018-2020, the Meeting decided 
to include the following substances for the assessment in 2018-2020, as it is stated in document 5-5, 
namely: nitrogen, cadmium, mercury, PCB-153 and PAH.  

- The Meeting also took note of the suggestion by Sweden to consider an opportunity to assess airborne 
input of hexachlorobenzene (HCB). The Meeting invited countries to inform the Secretariat by 15 
November 2017 whether this is a common need for all the countries. 

- The Meeting took note of the information on airborne input of Perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) to the 
Baltic Sea by EMEP (document 7-6). The Meeting took note that EMEP does not currently have consistent 
data on the PFAS emissions, and that PFOA have much more potential for air transportation due to its 
higher volatility. 

- The Meeting took note of the inventory of awareness, actions, and strategies related to highly fluorinated 
substances (PFAS) (document 7-7) performed by the Policy Area (PA) Hazards of the EU Strategy for the 
Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) and presented by the PA Hazards coordinator, Ms. Jenny Hedman. 

- The Meeting considered the updated report on the HELCOM indicator Diclofenac (document 7-2), 
recommended to remove older data with lower detection limit when new data becomes available and 
endorsed in principle the Diclofenac indicator as a pre-core test indicator for inclusion in the descriptive 
part of the second version of the State of the Baltic Sea report to be ready by mid-2018. 

- The Meeting also invited the Contracting Parties to provide specific comments on the Diclofenac pre-
core indicator by 17 November 2017. 

- The Meeting took note of the CCB report on pharmaceutical pollution in the Baltic Sea Region (document 
7-9) which has been updated since PRESSURE 6-2017. CCB welcomed comments by the Contracting 
Parties by end of November 2017 to be sent to (mikhail.durkin@ccb.se and ces.info@tut.by). The final 
report is expected to be published by end of 2017. 
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- The Meeting further took note of the information by CCB that pilot projects on public awareness on 
pharmaceuticals will be launched in Belarus, Estonia, Latvia and possibly Ukraine; in Belarus a pilot on 
collecting spent pharmaceuticals from population will be possibly launched in cooperation with a 
healthcare institution 

- The Meeting discussed and endorsed in principle the templates for data collection on micropollutants 
and riverine inputs of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) (documents 7-3, Att.1 and Att.2). 

- The Meeting agreed that reporting of available data on diclofenac will be organized separately from the 
other data to enable using the diclofenac data for the second version of the State of the Baltic Sea report. 

- The Meeting agreed on the following timeline for reporting: reporting request to be circulated to the 
Pressure group contacts during week 44 with the request to report on diclofenac by 20 December 2017. 
The deadline for reporting on other substances and micropollutants is by end of March 2018, in time for 
consideration by PRESSURE 8-2018. 

Physical damage to the sea floor 

- The Meeting took note of the outcome of the third meeting of the Expert Network on 
dredging/depositing operations at sea (EN DREDS 3-2017) and the suggestions on the method used for 
the first version of the HELCOM State of the Baltic Sea reports to evaluate effects of dredging and 
depositing of dredged material on the sea floor (document 8-1). 

- The Meeting requested EN DREDS to look into the definitions, especially on loss and disturbance effects 
for maintenance and capital dredging, as it now differs from those given in the related EU directive. 

- The Meeting took note of the overview of the data reported on dredged material (document 8-2). The 
analysis on the data will be submitted to PRESSURE 8-2018. 

- The Meeting requested those Contracting Parties who have not reported data to report by 20 December 
2017 at the latest. 

Follow-up of HELCOM Recommendations: implementation, reporting and revision 

- The Meeting took note of the status of the HELCOM Hot Spots (document 9-1) and further took note of 
the information from the Contracting Parties on the possibilities to remove the remaining 44 hot spots 
in accordance with the 2013 Ministerial commitment. 

- The Meeting welcomed the proposal of CCB to provide information on the status of hot spots in Belarus 
and Ukraine for PRESSURE 8-2018.  

- The Meeting reviewed the actions with different responses to the follow-up of national reporting under 
the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) (document 9-2).The Meeting was of the opinion that item 2 
cannot be followed up, as the commitment formulation is unclear and might be interpreted ambiguously. 
The Meeting recommended to exclude it from the follow up system.  

- The Meeting took note that Estonia, Denmark, Finland and Sweden have recently ratified the Minamata 
Convention. 

- The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to review the answers on the questions listed in document 
9-2, except item 2, with specific attention on the answers “no” or “on-going” and to inform accordingly 
by 17 November 2017. 

- The Meeting considered and endorsed the overview of the status of reporting on HELCOM 
Recommendations under the mandate of the Pressure group, selected to be included in the BSAP follow-
up (document 9-3 and 9-3 Rev.1). 

Any other business 

- The Meeting took note of the overview on involvement of municipalities in the implementation of the 
HELCOM Baltic Sea Action plan (BSAP) (document 10-2). 
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- The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide additional information on the involvement of 
municipalities to the Secretariat.  

- The Meeting invited national HELCOM representatives to actively participate in events with involvement 
of municipalities in order to provide guidance on HELCOM priorities. 

- The Meeting took note of the information by CCB regarding the Baltic Sea Future Congress where the 
climate change mitigation matters will be considered. 
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	Outcome of PRESSURE 7-2017, 24-26 October 2017, Vilnius, Lithuania
	- The Meeting considered the overview of HELCOM Recommendations on waste water management proposed for amendment to address microlitter (document 3-3), noted the conclusion from the WS RAP ML 2-2017, that currently there is no reliable knowledge base ...
	- The Meeting noted the initial draft for a HELCOM Recommendation on abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 3-4).
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	- The Meeting noted the information on ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine litter as contained in document 3-6.
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	Underwater noise
	- The Meeting took note of the information on the current activities of the HELCOM EN-Noise as contained in document 4-1.
	- The Meeting welcomed the clarification provided by the EU on the role of the Regional Seas Conventions (RSCs) in the establishment of threshold values on underwater noise in view of the Commission Decision (EU) 2017/848. EU encouraged the RSCs’ to c...
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	- The Meeting also took note that Denmark is not in the position to lift the study reservation on principle 8.
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	- The Meeting took note of the presentation by the PLC-6 Project team on the draft chapter on the evaluation of the nutrient input to the Baltic Sea by the seven big rivers in the Baltic Sea catchment area (document 5-6 and Presentation 2) and agreed ...
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	- The Meeting considered the draft policy message on implementation of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme as contained in document 5-9.

	- The Meeting agreed that the policy message should be focused on the achievement of the GES for the Baltic Sea, which is reflected by the national input ceilings.
	- The Meeting agreed on the draft structure of the policy message as prepared by the drafting group, contained in Annex 3.
	- The Meeting also agreed on the initial suggestion of the drafting group for supplementary document as contained in Annex 4.

	- The Meeting requested the RedCore DG, together with the Secretariat, to elaborate further the supplementary report and policy message by 8 November 2017 and circulate it to the Contacts of Pressure group for a commenting round. The comments should b...
	- The Meeting considered the draft Assessment of input of selected hazardous substances into the Baltic Sea (document 5-1) and agreed that the comments on the chapter and additional data will be provided by countries by 8 December 2017.
	Nutrients recycling and follow-up of HELCOM Recommendation on sewage sludge handling
	- The Meeting considered and in principle endorsed the overview on nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries (document 6-1).
	- The Meeting also agreed that the latest updates to the overview can be sent by 3 November 2017 to make the updated document available for consideration by the HELCOM Agri group at its meeting on 8-9 November 2017.
	- The Meeting took note and supported the background information to support the development of a Ministerial decision on a HELCOM nutrient recycling strategy (document 6-2 and Presentation 5).
	- The Meeting discussed the draft reporting format for reporting sewage sludge quality for HELCOM Recommendation 38/1 as presented by Sweden (document 6-3) and took note that Denmark will probably not be in the position to report data on the concentra...
	- The Meeting in principle agreed with the proposed extended reporting format but suggested an additional tacit approval procedure by 10 November 2017.
	- The Meeting also agreed that reporting using the extended format will be organized in the timeframe established by HELCOM Recommendation 36/1 in 2019, utilizing 2018 data.
	Hazardous substances
	- The Meeting took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-W Consultant on the results of the assessment of emissions of nitrogen in the region and its deposition on the Baltic Sea water area (document 7-5 and Presentations 6, 7 and 8).
	- The Meeting took note of the suggestion by Germany to reflect on the increased ship emissions in the supplementary paper for the CART policy message.
	- The Meeting also pointed out an increasing proportion of nitrogen emissions from agriculture and invited the Agri group to address the issue in line with the ongoing process of revision of Annex III, Part 2 of the Helsinki Convention. The Meeting al...
	- The Meeting welcomed the suggestion by Germany to utilize a project started by OSPAR to evaluate the effects of the nitrogen emissions’ reductions due to the implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol and the new EU NEC Directive (DIRECTIVE (EU) 2016...
	- The Meeting invited EMEP to deliver the 2005 (used as a reference data) data quality-check file to the Secretariat for circulation to the Pressure group contacts by 3 November 2017. The Meeting further invited those Contracting Parties who are not O...
	- The Meeting took note of the presentation by the EMEP MSC-E Consultant on the indicator reports as a part of the annual report by EMEP on airborne input of cadmium, mercury, lead and dioxins as well as nitrogen into the Baltic Sea area in the period...
	- The Meeting approved in principle the EMEP Technical report and indicator fact sheets and invited the Contracting Parties to the provide additional comments on the Report and fact sheets by 17 November 2017. EMEP will send the corrected Report and i...
	- Since a new contract between HELCOM and EMEP regarding estimation of airborne inputs of N and selected hazardous substances is to be signed for the next 3-year period 2018-2020, the Meeting decided to include the following substances for the assessm...
	- The Meeting also took note of the suggestion by Sweden to consider an opportunity to assess airborne input of hexachlorobenzene (HCB). The Meeting invited countries to inform the Secretariat by 15 November 2017 whether this is a common need for all ...
	- The Meeting took note of the information on airborne input of Perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) to the Baltic Sea by EMEP (document 7-6). The Meeting took note that EMEP does not currently have consistent data on the PFAS emissions, and that PFOA hav...
	- The Meeting took note of the inventory of awareness, actions, and strategies related to highly fluorinated substances (PFAS) (document 7-7) performed by the Policy Area (PA) Hazards of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) and presented...
	- The Meeting considered the updated report on the HELCOM indicator Diclofenac (document 7-2), recommended to remove older data with lower detection limit when new data becomes available and endorsed in principle the Diclofenac indicator as a pre-core...
	- The Meeting also invited the Contracting Parties to provide specific comments on the Diclofenac pre-core indicator by 17 November 2017.
	- The Meeting took note of the CCB report on pharmaceutical pollution in the Baltic Sea Region (document 7-9) which has been updated since PRESSURE 6-2017. CCB welcomed comments by the Contracting Parties by end of November 2017 to be sent to (mikhail...
	- The Meeting further took note of the information by CCB that pilot projects on public awareness on pharmaceuticals will be launched in Belarus, Estonia, Latvia and possibly Ukraine; in Belarus a pilot on collecting spent pharmaceuticals from populat...
	- The Meeting discussed and endorsed in principle the templates for data collection on micropollutants and riverine inputs of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) (documents 7-3, Att.1 and Att.2).
	- The Meeting agreed that reporting of available data on diclofenac will be organized separately from the other data to enable using the diclofenac data for the second version of the State of the Baltic Sea report.
	- The Meeting agreed on the following timeline for reporting: reporting request to be circulated to the Pressure group contacts during week 44 with the request to report on diclofenac by 20 December 2017. The deadline for reporting on other substances...
	Physical damage to the sea floor
	- The Meeting took note of the outcome of the third meeting of the Expert Network on dredging/depositing operations at sea (EN DREDS 3-2017) and the suggestions on the method used for the first version of the HELCOM State of the Baltic Sea reports to ...
	- The Meeting requested EN DREDS to look into the definitions, especially on loss and disturbance effects for maintenance and capital dredging, as it now differs from those given in the related EU directive.
	- The Meeting took note of the overview of the data reported on dredged material (document 8-2). The analysis on the data will be submitted to PRESSURE 8-2018.
	- The Meeting requested those Contracting Parties who have not reported data to report by 20 December 2017 at the latest.
	Follow-up of HELCOM Recommendations: implementation, reporting and revision
	- The Meeting took note of the status of the HELCOM Hot Spots (document 9-1) and further took note of the information from the Contracting Parties on the possibilities to remove the remaining 44 hot spots in accordance with the 2013 Ministerial commit...
	- The Meeting welcomed the proposal of CCB to provide information on the status of hot spots in Belarus and Ukraine for PRESSURE 8-2018.
	- The Meeting reviewed the actions with different responses to the follow-up of national reporting under the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) (document 9-2).The Meeting was of the opinion that item 2 cannot be followed up, as the commitment formul...
	- The Meeting took note that Estonia, Denmark, Finland and Sweden have recently ratified the Minamata Convention.
	- The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to review the answers on the questions listed in document 9-2, except item 2, with specific attention on the answers “no” or “on-going” and to inform accordingly by 17 November 2017.
	- The Meeting considered and endorsed the overview of the status of reporting on HELCOM Recommendations under the mandate of the Pressure group, selected to be included in the BSAP follow-up (document 9-3 and 9-3 Rev.1).

	Any other business
	- The Meeting took note of the overview on involvement of municipalities in the implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action plan (BSAP) (document 10-2).
	- The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide additional information on the involvement of municipalities to the Secretariat.
	- The Meeting invited national HELCOM representatives to actively participate in events with involvement of municipalities in order to provide guidance on HELCOM priorities.
	- The Meeting took note of the information by CCB regarding the Baltic Sea Future Congress where the climate change mitigation matters will be considered.


